7th Grade World Civilizations

1st Quarter Learning Outcomes

Transitions from the Middle Ages:
· The Middle Ages time period from A.D. 500 to A.D. 1500 that was characterized by the rise of feudalism and the dominance of the Roman Catholic Church.
· Crusades, wars fought to regain the Holy Land from the Muslims, increased the desire for trade and learning.

· Feudalism: a system based on the exchange of protection for loyalty between the King, lords and peasants.

· Under Feudalism, people were born with a permanent position in society.

· The Black Death was a deadly plague that killed 1/3 or 25 million Europeans during the 14th century.

· The Black Death began in Mongolia and spread to Italy.

· The three main forms of the Black Death included Septicemia, Bubonic and Pneumonic.

· The 100 years war took place between England and France.
· During the Hundred Years War, Monarchs built huge armies which reduced the power of the lords

· With the assistance of Joan of Arc, France defeated the English.

· Decline of Feudalism:

· Black Death reduced the number of peasants.  Peasants revolted demanding more freedom.  Many peasants moved to the cities seeking better wages.

· 100 Years War – people became more loyal to the monarch and broke ties with their lords.
Renaissance: 

· Began in Italy and took place between 1400 and 1600

· The rebirth and expansion of arts, sciences and literature; Scholars and Artist looked to the ancient writings of Greece and Rome for guidance

· Florence became the most influential city during the Renaissance.

· Humanism: Intellectual movement in which thinkers studied classical texts and focused on human potential.  Believed all people could achieve great things.
· Medici family of Florence used their profits to promote education and the arts

· Patrons are those individuals who support artists, usually through financial contributions
· Expansion of trade and commerce resulted in the growth of cities.

· Guilds, associations of merchants and later artisans, which governed towns by establishing wages and prices, maintaining standards of quality of goods they produced

· Guilds dominated the social and civic life of towns.

· Banking developed as a result of trade and the rise of the middle class took place due to the organization of the banks. 

· An individual’s status in society was based on wealth and ability not on birthright that existed during the middle ages.

· The printing press allowed for the rapid spread of ideas. 

· Artwork became more life-like and attempted to show the importance of people and nature, not just religion.  

· Leonardo da Vinci was known as the “Renaissance Man” because of his interests in all subjects and enormous talents.

· Da Vinci’s famous works include “The Last Supper” and the “Mona Lisa.”

· Michelangelo was a famous painter and sculptor, whose famous works include the painting of the Sistine Chapel and the statue of “David.”
· William Shakespeare, most famous playwright, works included Romeo and Juliet, Macbeth, and Hamlet.

· During the reign of Queen Elizabeth I, Renaissance ideas were supported, Protestantism was restored and the English defeated the Spanish Armada.
Exploration:

· The spirit of the Renaissance encouraged people to explore the world around them.

· Desire to grow rich, spread Christianity, and claim new lands were the primary motives for exploration (Gold, God, and Glory).
· Advances in technology, such as the astrolabe, compass, and caravel, made voyages of discovery possible.

· The Portuguese, led by Prince Henry the Navigator, took the lead in exploration with voyages to Africa and Asia.

· Spain became a power after Columbus believed he had found a new route to Asia.  

· Competition between Spain and Portugal resulted in the Treaty of Tordesillas.

· Treaty of Tordesillas was an imaginary line that divided the world, allowing Spain to claim lands west of the line and Portugal lands east of the line.
· Columbian Exchange began after Columbus mistakenly arrived in the Americas.  Europeans would take horses, cattle, pigs, oxen and diseases to the Americas (New World) and bring back to Europe (Old World) fruits, vegetables, and tobacco.
· Conquistadors were Spanish explorers, soldiers and fortune hunters who took part in the conquest of the Americas.

· Spain controlled the majority of the New World until the 1700’s.

· The English defeat of the Spanish Armada allowed the English the opportunity to explore and colonize in the New World.

Reformation:

· A religious movement during the 16th century that attempted to make changes to the Roman Catholic Church.

· The sale of indulgences and other forms of corruptions led to the Reformation 

· Martin Luther, a German monk, started the Reformation when he wrote and posted the 95 Theses to start a debate over the corruptions of the Roman Catholic Church.

· The printing press and translation of the bible into different languages allowed the ideas of the Reformation to spread throughout Europe.
· Protestants were groups of people who formed new Christian churches in protest of Church practices.

· Catholic Reformation (Counter Reformation) took place when the Roman Catholic Church made changes in hopes of increasing their membership.

· Inquisition was the Roman Catholic Church court that tried people for heresy (religious beliefs that are different from the official teachings of a religious organization). 
Scientific Revolution:

· Began in the 16th century when scholars began thinking about the natural world in a new way.  Based on questioning the accepted beliefs.

· Prior to the Scientific Revolution, scholars decided what was true or false by referring to an ancient Greek or Roman author’s or to the Bible.

· Geocentric Theory: Earth centered theory and the Sun, planets and stars revolve around the earth

· Heliocentric Theory, developed by Nicholas Copernicus, reasoned the Sun centered theory and the planets, moon, starts revolve around the sun

· Galileo Galilei, made improvements to the telescope and through his observations supported the Heliocentric Theory.
· Isaac Newton used mathematics to develop the law of gravity.

· Scientific Method: a logical procedure for gathering information about the natural world, in which experimentation and observation are used to test hypotheses.

